Newsletter #3
18th February, 2021
Dates To Remember
18th February

School Captain Applications Due

22nd February

Somers Payment Due

23rd February

School Council Meeting—6:00pm

24th February

Prep Rest Day

25th February

Nominations for 2021 School Council
Close

26th February

1st Instalment of Parent Payments Due

2nd-10th March

Somers School Camp

8th March

Labour Day Public Holiday

9th March

Girls In STEM Program

16th March

School Council Meeting—6:00pm

19th March

National Day of Action Against Bullying

21st March

Harmony Day

29th-31st March

Grade 3/4 Camp –Camp Kookaburra

1st April

Last Day Term 1 (2:30pm Dismissal)

2nd April

Good Friday

19th April

1st Day Term 2

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK …
It is great to be writing this newsletter this
morning with everyone back at school! Thank
you to everyone in our school community for
your support and persistence in managing our
recent ‘Circuit Breaker’ Lockdown. The news last
Friday was not what any of us wanted - heading
back into lockdown for 5 days, but it appears to have
achieved the purpose … thankfully!
Yesterday I attended an online briefing with 1,642 other
Principals and Assistant Principals by Dr David Howes,
Deputy Secretary for Schools and Regional Services. He
praised schools for their prompt response, given the short
notice of Friday’s announcement and thanked families for
their ability to ‘roll’ with the decisions that happened so

quickly in response to the health advice. Dr Howes did
indicate that there may be times of periodic lock-downs and
the good work that schools had done during the peak of the
pandemic in 2020 would hold them in good stead for any
potential future remote learning experiences.
I am confident LPS is well prepared to ensure the continuity
of learning during another lockdown period, but am hoping
this doesn’t occur too often (if at all).
COVIDSAFE SCHOOL OPERATIONS

There have been some updates to our School Operations
since the latest Lockdown period:
 Mask wearing will remain mandatory indoors for all adults
and children 12+years.
 Masks will also be required outdoors where you can’t keep
a safe distance from others.
 Visitors on-site to a minimum – please only come on-site if
you need to do so. ALL visitors must sign in using the QR
code (at each gate) OR by coming to the office. For
contract tracing purposes Schools must keep a record of
all staff, students and visitors who attend for more than 15
minutes.
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Our call for nominations for the 2021 – 2023 School Council
term is again included with today’s newsletter. A nomination
form is included for you use. Each year we have a group of
retiring councilors and the opportunity for new members to
join. If the number of nominations exceeds the number of
vacancies, an election will be conducted. Please come and
chat with me if you’d like further information.
This week’s school council meeting was postponed due to the
circuit breaker lockdown but has been rescheduled to next
Tuesday 23rd February at 6:00pm in the STEAM building.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES

A reminder to our families of the Department of Education
and Training (DET) School Attendance Guidelines.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the
school as soon as possible on the day of absence. There are
several ways you can do this:
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PARENT PAYMENTS & 2021 PAPERWORK
 Enter your child’s absence via Sentral or the Sentral App
If you still have your start of year paperwork at home, could
 by phoning or visiting the school office
 or by email to lockwood.ps@education.vic.gov.au with you please return it to the school office as a matter of

the reason for the absence.
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or
on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and
wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
All Victorian government schools are now required to contact
parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an
unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a
particular day and you have not contacted the school to
explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
The guidelines aim to promote daily school attendance.
Going to school every day is the single most important part of
your child’s education.
Students learn new things every
day, and so missing school puts them behind.
A copy of our school attendance policy is accessible from our
school website:
https://www.lockwoodps.vic.edu.au/page/33/Policies
MY QUOTE FOR THE WEEK:

Spoon feeding in the long run teaches us nothing but
the shape of the spoon. (E. M. Forster)

Carmen Huszar 
REMINDERS
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Book Club is back for 2021! The first issue of Book Club was
sent home last week. Orders close online tomorrow. If you
would like to order something from the catalogue, there are
two ways you can order.
Option 1 (preferred option) is that parents go online to order
and pay for their children’s purchases through the LOOP
portal.
If families choose this option then orders do not
need to be returned to school. There Please see the Book
Club brochure for further details. The 2nd option is to send
the order form, along with money—Cash back to the school
office.
Books will be delivered by to school usually a week or so after
orders close.
HEALTHY SNACKS CANTEEN

urgency.
All parent payments have now been entered onto our system
and statements have been emailled to help families
determine how much they owe for 2021. Any credits that
families had from the cancellation of gym, swimming and
local excursions last year have been applied against this
year’s parent payments. If you did not receive a statement
or have a query, please contact Fiona at the school office.
Payments can be made using direct deposit (details are on
the statement) or by cash, cheque or EFTPOS at the school
office. The 1st instalment is due by Friday 26th February.
GR 3/4 CAMP - CAMP KOOKABURRA

This year our Grade 3/4 students are heading to Camp
Kookaburra for their camp. It is in the last week of term 1,
with the camp being held from Monday 29th to Wednesday
31st of March. Further information regarding the camp will
be sent home with students in grade 3 & 4 today.
Please
complete the form and return it to the school office, even if
your child is not attending as we need to confirm numbers. A
$50 deposit is also requested to be paid by Friday 26th
February.
PREP - GRADE SIX GRADUATION LETTERS

For the past six years, we have asked Prep parents to write a
letter to their Prep child on the first day of the school year.
We are very excited that this year will be our first year to be
able to hand back letters to our grade 6 students from their
parents at the Grade 6 Graduation ceremony at the end of
the year.
Prep students will bring home today a school letterhead and
envelope that parents can use to write their letter expressing
their feelings as their child embarks on their Primary School
journey. We request that letters are returned to school and
will be held here for the next seven years and handed to each
child at their Grade Six graduation.
If you have enrolled in the last six years and haven’t yet
written a letter to your child, you are welcome to come and
collect an envelope & paper from the office and your letter
will be added to your child’s year level.

Our Healthy Snacks Canteen is back and will
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
operate at afternoon recess every Tuesday
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
afternoon.
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
MENU:
sporting activities.
Plain popcorn
Banana and berry smoothies
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a
Frozen pineapple
For Term 1 icy poles
The smoothies contain fruit, milk and plain yoghurt.
This temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses
year all items are 80 cents each.
relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the
SCHOOL BREAKFAST CLUB STARTS NEXT WEEK
After this week’s false start, our School Breakfast Club will benefit of your child. The annual CSEF amount per student is
$125 for primary school students .
start next week. Each Wednesday (from the
HOW TO APPLY
24th of February) students are able to come to
Application forms have been sent home to all new families
school and enjoy breakfast in the shed. There
and to existing families who have new students starting in
will be a choice of cereals, porridge, fruit cups
2020. If you believe you are eligible for the CSEF fund and
and spaghetti. It will run from 8:30am-8:55am.
have not received a form, please contact the school office to
All students are welcome.
obtain a CSEF application form.
TISSUES
If you did not complete a form with the start of year
We ask that all families provide each of their children with a
paperwork, please call into the school office to collect one.
large box of tissues for their classrooms. Please hand their
You can also contact Fiona if you have any queries.
box of tissues to your child’s individual class teacher.
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OSHC News
Date: 22/02/21
Monday
Tuesday

Levi B
Jaxson H
Summer R

Izsak H
Koby S

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Afternoon tea
Fruit
Biscuits & Dip
Fruit
Nachos
Fruit
Yoghurt
Fruit
Salad Wraps
Fruit
Noodles

Activity
Puffy Painting
Friendship
Bracelets
Skipping
Slime
Movie Night

