
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
THANK YOU... 

Thanks to the following people for helping with the showgrounds clean-up on Sunday 

morning: The Stone Family, Harris Family, Semmler Family, Birch Family. Thanks to staff 

members: Fiona Adams, Helen Hosking, Jessie Wardell and little Ellie. We raised enough 

from the clean-up fee and can collection to buy a 3D printer for the STEM room.  
 

YOU CAN DO IT  - TERM ONE: ORGANISATION 

FOCUS = Managing my Time—Being Organised reduces Stress 

We didn’t have an assembly on Monday morning but urge parents to continue to discuss 

and reinforce the habit of mind at home. Anxiety is becoming an increasing problem for 

young people. Being organised can help to reduce feelings of anxiety by encouraging young 

people to think things through in a calm, safe, unpressured environment BEFORE they’re in 

the thick of the situation and finding it difficult to manage their anxiety. Some words of w 

from Pooh Bear: “Organising is what you do before you do something, so that when you 

do it, it is not all mixed up.” A.A. Milne. 
 

JAMES HODGENS—INTERNSHIP 

It’s my pleasure to welcome James Hodgens to our school. James is participating in the 

Unlocking Potential program for aspiring Principals. As part of the program, I will be mentoring 

James for the remainder of Term One. James is currently a leading teacher at Lockington 

Consolidated School. He spent six years working in schools around Katherine in the 

Northern Territory and brings with him a wealth of knowledge about classroom best-

practice and about indigenous life. James will be supporting our professional learning 

program and engaging in the classroom program. At the conclusion of his first week, James 

was very impressed by the behaviour of our students and the calm, learning-focused feel in 

the classrooms. Watch this space for a report from James in a future newsletter.   
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY INCURSION—9TH MARCH 

Regional Arts Victoria will be presenting a performance about sustainability and what we 

can do to protect the environment. We have received a substantial subsidy that enables the 

show to tour to Bendigo at an affordable price. The incursion costs $4.60 per students . 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY—TOMORROW! 

March 8th is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political 

achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. 

"The story of women's struggle for equality belongs to no 

single feminist nor to any one organization but to the 

collective efforts of all who care about human rights," says 

world-renowned feminist, journalist and social and political 

activist Gloria Steinem.  

JSC will be issuing purple ribbons to staff, students and parents tomorrow morning. 

Students are welcome to wear a purple top to school tomorrow. Kate Hare, a premiership 

player from Bendigo Thunder—our own Women’s AFL team—will be visiting our school at 

tomorrow morning to run AFLW activities on the oval. 

T E R M  1   

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

• 9th March 

Sustainability Incursion 

Book Club Orders Close 

• 12th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

• 14th March 

School Council Nominations CloseSchool Council Nominations CloseSchool Council Nominations CloseSchool Council Nominations Close    

• 16th March 

Uniform Orders Due Back at School 

• 17th March 

Bunnings Cake Stall—volunteers 

• 21st March 

School Council Meeting 

• 22nd March:  

PUPIL FREE DAY 

• 29th March 
Last Day Term 1 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Colour Run Fundraiser 
 

T E R M  2   

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

• 16th April 

First Day Term 2 

• 24th April 

Cross Country (Gr 3-6) 

Junior Fun Day (P-2) 

• 25th April 

ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

• 3rd May 

School Photo Day 
 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHES ROSTER: 
 

Wednesday 14th MarchWednesday 14th MarchWednesday 14th MarchWednesday 14th March    
Kylie Tatt & Roxanne Daldy 

 
Wednesday 21st MarchWednesday 21st MarchWednesday 21st MarchWednesday 21st March    

Cassie Stephens & Carly Davis 
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Balance Incursion—Friday 9th March 
Just a reminder that permission forms and $4.60 
per child for this incursion is due to the school 
office by Friday morning.   Spare forms available if 
needed. 
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GRADE 3-4 SOVEREIGN HILL CAMP 

I had the pleasure of visiting the camp yesterday and can assure 

parents that the students are having a ball!  It’s amazing to hear 

them applying their school-acquired knowledge about the gold 

rush, to this authentic learning situation. The teachers have 

really done a great job to bring learning to life and support 

students’ deep understanding about this period of our history. In 

the few hours I was there, we had a mine tour, participated in a 

lesson in the 1850s school house, 

witnessed a soldiers’ display, watched 

gold being poured and went bowling! 

It’s an action-packed camp! A big 

thanks to our organising staff: Lauren 

McEwan, Brad Wickham and Helen 

Hosking and to our parent helpers: 

Hayden Taylor and Kellie Ward. 
 

2018 SCHOOL COUNCIL 

I take this opportunity to encourage members of the school 

community to join the 2018  Council. 2018 is a School Review 

year so Council will be involved in looking at how our school is 

performing and suggesting ideas for improvement and 

rejuvenation. Meetings run for 90 minutes one evening per 

month. Our first meeting of the 2018 school council will be on 

Wednesday 21st March, 6.00-7.30pm.      
A MESSAGE FROM SANDRA GRIFFIN, S.C. PRESIDENT: 
Are you interested in helping to shape your child ‘s school experience? 
We are looking for new members to join the LPS School Council.   NO 
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED  just an interest in making our school the best 
it can be. So what's involved?  Council is a group of parents and staff 
who meet monthly during school terms.  We review data from opinion 
surveys, NAPLAN and DET and discuss how we can improve both the 
learning and social outcomes for our students.  We also hear 
presentations from our junior school councillors every month so we 
understand what our students want. Council reviews the school finances 
and policies, and guides developments such our fitness track and our 
exciting new STEM centre. 
If you can spare one evening a month to join us for some serious 
discussion (and a lot of laughs), contact Fiona or Sally and nominate now. 
If you want more information, feel free to contact one of our existing 
Councillors for a chat.   
Former councillor, Caroline Grylls, posted:  I really enjoyed my time on 
school Council and have appreciated how everyone has a voice, different 
views are respected and everyone can influence outcomes and make a 
difference. All are welcome, the work is easily manageable and it is a safe 
and fun space for robust and frank discussion.  I enjoyed my years on 
school Council very much and got way more out of it than was required of 
me.  
And from a 2017 councillor: My years in school council have been 
empowering and a lot of fun. It's more relaxed and inviting than I thought it 
may have been, and I've really liked how everyone's views and comments 
have been respected, considered and appreciated.  
NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Our website is now LIVE at www.lockwoodps.vic.edu.au If you 

have any suggestions for additions to the website, please share 

your ideas with us. If you know of people who are thinking of 

enrolling in 2019, please encourage them to check out our 

website for information about Prep transition and school 

operations.  
 

GRADE 4-6 EXTENSION CHINESE LESSONS 

The lessons commenced last Friday for the 11 Grade 5-6 

students identified for extension. It was a VERY positive start –

some students even stayed in at lunchtime to complete their 

Chinese homework. The teacher was thrilled with the students’ 

enthusiasm and positive attitude to learning. A fine example of 

our “laughing” value—embrace learning, love our school! 

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT 

On the final day of Term One, it’s a tradition to hide bundles of 

small, chocolate Easter Eggs in classrooms for students to find. 

We ask that every family donates a packet of small, solid, plain 

chocolate eggs per student. Due to allergies, please do not 

donate filled eggs or eggs containing nuts. Please place your 

donations in the  basket in the office. I’ve added a sign-up sheet 

for Easter Egg hunt helpers—we need a team of mums/dads/

grandparents to bundle the eggs into small bags on Wednesday 

28/3 and another small team to hide the eggs in classrooms on 

Thursday, 29th March. Thanks to those who have volunteered—

a few more still needed!! 
 

FUNDRAISING IN 2018 

This year, a major focus of our fundraising will be to purchase 

equipment for the  STEM program with a particular focus on 

ROBOTICS equipment. Every time you volunteer or contribute 

to fundraising, it directly supports the purchase of STEM 

equipment that benefits every student in the school. Our 

program features in  this month’s edition of FLAT MATTERS. 
 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

Our school has a Child Safe Policy that requires 

every person who volunteers at the school and 

has contact with the children, has a current 

Working with Children Check—including 

camps, excursions, gym and swimming and 

classroom helpers.  

If you already have a WWCC, please login to 

your account and  add Lockwood Primary School as one of your 

organisations that you volunteer at, so that we can add you to 

our WWCC register. 

WWCCs are FREE for volunteers and can be obtained online at: 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/

apply+for+a+check/apply+in+victoria 
 
 

Sally Rule, Principal 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
We’ve had a fabulous response to our call for volunteers in 

2018— almost every family has found at least one opportunity to 

volunteer in 2018. Emma Birch is coordinating the program and 

will contact team members via email, as events draw near.  
BUNNINGS CAKE STALL—SATURDAY 17TH MARCH 

Our Bunnings Cake Stall  is on Saturday 17th March.  We are 

hoping to gain your support in this fundraising opportunity in the 

form of baked goods.  We would greatly appreciate donations of 

bickies, slices and cakes.  There are a couple of guidelines we 

must abide by (eg. Nothing that requires refrigeration), so 

please see Emma Birch or Tammy Parkes if you’re not sure.  

Biscuits and slices or whole cakes are usually best. 

Kits are being sent home to families with the 

newsletter today,  which contain appropriate 

sized plates and instructions. Extra kits can be 

collected from the school office if you would 

like some. 

Baked items can be left in the office at school on Friday 16th 

March or they can be taken directly to Bunnings at Kangaroo 

Flat first thing on Saturday 17th March (morning). 

There are still vacancies on the roster to man the cake stall. 

Please add your name to the roster to on the Sign Up sheet on 

the noticeboard near the office entrance. Thanks! 

Easter Egg Hunt:  Thursday 29th March.  

Donations needed NOW!  Helpers needed to bundle eggs  on 

28/3 and hide eggs in classrooms on 29/3 @ 2.00pm 
Emma Birch—Volunteers Coordinator  

 



 

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL 

All new families should have received a “key” to register for 

the SENTRAL portal. Please note that after registering and 

creating your own username (email address) and password, 

you no longer need the code issued in the letter. You can 

simply log into: https://sentral.lockwoodps.vic.edu.au/portal/ 
 

 

COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

We will be collecting the Coles Sports for 

Schools vouchers until 3rd of April.    So far we 

have collected 4,800 vouchers! With another 4 

1/2 weeks of collecting we are hoping to get 

over 15,000 vouchers for our school to cash in 

for sports equipment.     There are boxes at Coles at Lansell 

Plaza and Coles Bendigo for Lockwood PS as well at the school 

office for you to drop vouchers in!   Thanks!!! 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHES 

A Reminder to our families that orders for our Friday lunch 

order program need to be brought to school on Wednesday 

mornings. 

Could parents please note that there are two types of chicken 

wraps on our menu: 

A cold BBQ  Chicken and Salad Wrap for $4.20 and a hot 

chicken tender wrap with lettuce, cheese, tomato & mayo for 

$4.00.       Could you please write “hot” or “cold” when ordering 

these either of these items.      Thank you. 
OSHC INFORMATION & NEWS 

Statements for Fees 

Statements for OSHC are attached to the newsletter today. 

Statements will be sent out fortnightly from now on.    Please 

make sure your OSHC accounts are paid each fortnight. 

Curriculum Day Care 

Our school has a Student Free Day on Thursday 22nd March, 

where the teachers will be travelling to Shepparton to 

participate in further professional development for VCOP. 

OSHC will offer care on the 22nd March from 7.00am – 6.00pm 

at a cost of $35.00 for the day if we have enough interest (at 

least 10 children).     

If you need care for your child on that day, please book at the 

school office or write your child/ren’s names on the sheet down 

at OSHC.   Bookings will need to be made by Friday 16th 

March to enable us time to finalise staffing arrangements. 
 

 

 

Reminders from The Office:Reminders from The Office:Reminders from The Office:Reminders from The Office:    
UNIFORM ORDERS 

Order forms for Term 1 for sent home last week with the 

school newsletter.    Please complete the order form and 

return it to the school office with money enclosed by Friday 

16th March.   Spare forms can be collected from the school 

office. 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

A reminder to families that orders and payment should either 

be completed online or returned to school by Friday 9th 

March.     Books will be delivered to school usually within a 

week after orders close.  
DIRECT DEPOSIT SCHOOL FEES PAYMENT 

I am looking for some information regarding three 
direct deposits that have gone into the school bank 
account this month.    Unfortunately, the reference 
given does not match any of our family names. 
If you have made payments for school fees directly 
into the school’s account, please contact me with 
details (date deposited, amount & name used) so I 
can resolve which family these payments belong to.  
 Thanks, Fiona  

LETTER TO YOUR CHILD – ISSUED AT 

GRADUATION  

Since January 2015, we have invited parents to write a letter to 

their Prep child, capturing the thoughts and emotions and 

wishes you have for your child as they embark on their official 

education journey.  Letters are collected and stored until your 

child completes Grade Six when they are handed over at the 

end-of-year graduation ceremony. 

If your child commenced 

at Lockwood Primary 

School in 2015, 2016 or 

2017 and you haven’t yet 

written a letter, please 

come to the office to 

collect official school 

paper and envelope. 

Thanks! 
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This WeekThis WeekThis WeekThis Week: 

Mia McV 

Sienna T 

Olivia R 

Rio J 

 

 

 

P/1B—Mikayla T for being very organised with her reading at home and for always trying her best. 
P/1H—Teeanna N for being an excellent classroom helper and being very organised.   Well done.  
2/3M—Jack P for having a great week and showing that he can work independently. 
2/3W— Evey W for showing excellent organisational skills in our classroom. 
4/5HW—Charlize H for always being SUPER organised with everything at school.  Well done. 
5/6ME—Charlie C for persisting with reading and staying organised. 




